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Department of State § 72.2 

shall suspend provision of the dietary 
supplements and report the incident in 
full to the Department. 

PART 72—DEATHS AND ESTATES 

REPORTING DEATHS OF UNITED STATES 
NATIONALS 

Sec. 
72.1 Definitions. 
72.2 Consular responsibility. 
72.3 Exceptions. 
72.4 Notifications of death. 
72.5 Final report of death. 
72.6 Report of presumptive death. 

DISPOSITION OF REMAINS 

72.7 Consular responsibility. 

PERSONAL ESTATES OF DECEASED UNITED 
STATES CITIZENS AND NATIONALS. 

72.8 Regulatory responsibility of consular 
officer. 

72.9 Responsibility if legal representative is 
present. 

72.10 Responsibility if a will intended to op-
erate locally exists. 

72.11 Responsibility if a will intended to op-
erate in the United States exists. 

72.12 Bank deposits in foreign countries. 
72.13 Effects to be taken into physical pos-

session. 
72.14 Nominal possession; property not nor-

mally taken into physical possession. 
72.15 Action when possession is impractical. 
72.16 Procedure for inventorying and ap-

praising effects. 
72.17 Final statement of account. 
72.18 Payment of debts owed by decedent. 
72.19 Consular officer is ordinarily not to 

act as administrator of estate. 
72.20 Prohibition against performing legal 

services or employing counsel. 
72.21 Consular officer not to assume finan-

cial responsibility for the estate. 
72.22 Release of personal estate to legal rep-

resentative. 
72.23 Affidavit of next of kin. 
72.24 Conflicting claims. 
72.25 Transfer of personal estate to Depart-

ment of State. 
72.26 Vesting of personal estate in United 

States. 
72.27 Export of cultural property; handling 

other property when export, possession, 
or import may be illegal. 

72.28 Claims for lost, stolen, or destroyed 
personal estate. 

REAL PROPERTY OVERSEAS BELONGING TO A 
DECEASED UNITED STATES CITIZEN OR NA-
TIONAL. 

72.29 Real property overseas belonging to 
deceased United States citizen or na-
tional. 

72.30 Provisions in a will or advanced direc-
tive regarding disposition of remains. 

FEES 

72.31 Fees for consular death and estates 
services. 

AUTHORITY: 22 U.S.C. 2715, 2715b, 2715c, 4196, 
4197, 4198, 4199. 

SOURCE: 72 FR 8889, Feb. 28, 2007, unless 
otherwise noted. 

REPORTING DEATHS OF UNITED STATES 
NATIONALS 

§ 72.1 Definitions. 
For purposes of this part: 
(a) Consular officer includes any 

United States citizen employee of the 
Department of State who is designated 
by the Department of State to perform 
consular services relating to the deaths 
and estates abroad of United States na-
tionals. 

(b) Legal representative means— 
(1) An executor designated by will in-

tended to operate in the country where 
the death occurred or in the country 
where the deceased was residing at the 
time of death to take possession and 
dispose of the decedent’s personal es-
tate; 

(2) An administrator appointed by a 
court of law in intestate proceedings in 
the country where the death occurred 
or in the country where the deceased 
was residing at the time of death to 
take possession and dispose of the dece-
dent’s personal estate; 

(3) The next of kin, if authorized in 
the country where the death occurred 
or in the country where the deceased 
was residing at the time of death to 
take possession and dispose of the dece-
dent’s personal estate; or 

(4) An authorized agent of the indi-
viduals described in paragraphs (b)(1), 
(b)(2) and (b)(3) of this section. 

(c) Department means the United 
States Department of State 

§ 72.2 Consular responsibility. 
When a consular officer learns that a 

United States citizen or non-citizen na-
tional has died in the officer’s consular 
district, the officer must— 

(a) Report the death to the Depart-
ment; and 

(b) The officer must also try to no-
tify, or assist the Secretary of State in 
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